OUR SCHOOL SYSTEM-TYPES OF SCHOOLS
Every country has different types of schools and school system. There are state schools, private schools, and church schools in Slovakia. We´ve got four forms of education: kindergarten, primary (elementary), secondary and universities. 
Children at the age of three usually go to kindergarten where they learn social rules, ethics and the principles of the alphabet and mathematics. This attendance is not compulsory.
Elementary education- Primary schools are attended by children between six and fifteen. This type of education is compulsory in our country. It lasts for 10 years. The school year lasts for 10 months (since September to Jun). Children learn to read and write in their mother tongue. Later on they study different subject to get ready for secondary school education. At the end of each school year pupils get school report. The system of assessment is by marks, from 1 to 5. Some years ago a new type of school was introduced- the eight-year grammar school. In my town there are 2  grammar schools.
Secondary education- these are attended by the students between 15 and 19 age. There are different types of secondary schools: Secondary technical schools, Medical secondary schools, Economic secondary schools, Agricultural secondary schools, Business academy, Apprentice centres, Grammar schools. I study at grammar school. The first two years of the study, the timetable is compulsory. It is very general and deep in knowledge. Teachers are more strict with us compare to elementary school. The third year´s timetable is focus on the subject leading us to school-leaving exam but we still have compulsory subject, which we don´t need. We are allowed to choose 2 optional subject. In my case it is informatics and citizenship. The fourth year´s timetable is focus mainly on school-leaving exam.                                                                                                                                                                  We start school very early, but also finish quite early.  We´ve got 10 minutes breaks, one 20 minutes and one 5 minutes break. Which is too short to refresh, use the bathroom and shift between lessons. 
During the school year, we´ve got autumn holiday, Christmas holiday, half-year term, spring holiday, Easter holiday and some national holiday. For example the first May or the eighth May. At the end of school year the summer holiday starts. It lasts 2 months, which is pretty cool but it could be longer.                                                                                                         
There is a big difference between the school system in the our country and USA/UK. For instance: -We don´t have to wear the uniforms. -In USA they choose the subjects to study- we don´t, it´s better for them and I would rather to choose my subject. -Compared to school system in the USA/UK, our classes start at 7 o´clock and finish usually at 1:30 PM. American and British students start much later but their classes last till the late afternoon. -Unfortunately we don´t have school buses, it´s pity. I think it´s very good idea, because it save and convenient for parents. -They have school football/basketball/rugby teams and we don´t. They have sport matches every Saturday in the morning. We never have school on Saturday, neither matches nor classes. -They´ve got school bands, we don´t. We don´t pay attention to arts in our school.
When we finish the secondary education we could study at university, in SK or abroad. It´s voluntary and it´s very different from secondary school. School year is divided into 2 terms, which finish by written and oral exam. It´s even possible to have individual study plan via internet. There are different assessment, marks are from A to F. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nowadays it´s very important to lot of people to have a university degree.     
